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DANCE ONTARIO 
REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP 
April 1, 2006—March 31, 2007 
 
Message from Peter Ryan, Chair – Board of Directors  
 

Dear Members of Dance Ontario:  
Once again we come to our annual stocktaking, looking back over the past year to assess 
what we have accomplished, while simultaneously looking ahead to the possibilities that unfold 
before us. Any of you who are even marginally involved in dance, or in the support of dance, 
will recognize and understand the vital role that Dance Ontario plays in the nurturing and 

growth of this most ephemeral of art forms. And, because it is so fleeting, it is all the more reason to pay close 
attention to its presence within the larger domain of artistic disciplines and the cultural landscape of the 
province.  
 
In the past I have correctly lauded the members of the Dance Ontario Board of this organization, as well as the 
wonderful work done on our behalf by the Staff. This again goes without saying. They all work with a 
dedication to dance that might surprise a visitor to our office or to a Board meeting. But we do this willingly and 
without hesitation.  
 
This year, however, I would also like to thank you, the individuals, companies and organizations that consider 
Dance Ontario’s services sufficiently valuable to join us. We do what we do for you, and your support 
strengthens both our resolve and provides us with our raison d’être. As an arts service organization, we do 
exactly that – we serve our art. And so do you, whether you perform, teach, create, present, administrate or 
simply attend and enjoy…  
 
Ultimately then, we serve you, you serve us, and we all serve the dance. This, our common goal and purpose, 
is what will keep us vital and dynamic. My sincere thanks and best wishes to you all. 
 
 
Report from Rosslyn Jacob Edwards, Executive Direct or  

In 2006/07 Dance Ontario finalized its highly successful Ontario Trillium Foundation funded 
touring project Dance Animation Ontario. 
 
Board and staff put in place solid plans for the next few years, once again focusing on working 
towards building a strong, vital, and diversified Ontario dance community. We initiated the 
Dance Ontario Youth Board (DOYB) and continued to draw from the province’s diverse dance 
sector, attracting over 50 new members throughout the year to include dancers, companies 

and educators from communities across the province from Bradford to Wikwenmikong. 
  
Ongoing services to the membership and general public  
Dance Ontario developed a stronger branding emphasis for communications and marketing services. We 
published four issues of ‘headlines’ in addition to the annual Directory, and the popular Dance Ontario website 
was updated with a new look and easier to use navigation features.  We continue to receive positive feedback 
on the usefulness and relevant content on the site.   website services features include directoryontheweb – our 
on-line portal to members’ schools and studios - the Dance Audience Directory Tool and Ask Rachel, a 
column to assist commercial and urban dance based dancers. An Ask Dr. Blessyl column will be added shortly 
to address wellness issues.  
 
Staff publicized members’ services, resources and activities through the telephone hotline, email,  newsletter, 
directory and website, and, as a direct result of Dance Ontario's referrals, member schools and studios 
increased class registrations, and choreographers and dancers found themselves working on film sets, re-
mounting site-specific works for corporate functions, choreographing for out-of-town skating clubs, performing 
on cruise ships and at corporate events, in TV ads, food shows and movies, and in print ads.   
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Our hardworking and motivated Board remains committed to its vision of a service organization relevant to its 
membership and providing the primary contact in Ontario for dance information and referrals. 
 
Building public awareness and advocating for dance  
We expanded our activities across the province this year through our final Dance Animation Ontario projects, 
hosting events in Hamilton and Belleville.  Hamilton activities included performances and workshops with artist 
groups What’s On? Tap!, Sashar Zarif Dance and DLM, in collaboration with the Downtown Cultural Centre 
and McMaster University.  Belleville collaborators included the Quinte Ballet School, Quinte Arts Council and 
the Empire Theatre to feature artist groups RitmoFlamenco, Moving Pictures, and Sashar Zarif Dance.  These 
events enabled access to culturally diverse professional dance artists, and aided in developing community 
partnerships for future dance presentations.   
In addition Dance Ontario was a proud sponsor of the 1st International Bellydance Conference of Canada.  
 
International Dance Day (April 29th): Dance Ontario collaborated with other dance organizations for 
International Dance Day 2006, devoting coverage in "headlines" to members schools’ special activities and 
companies performances as well as a listing on our website carrying official messages from the President of 
IDD. In addition, we hosted a reception for visitors to events at Toronto’s Harbourfront Centre during the 
performance run of Vancouver dance artist Crystal Pite. DanceWeekend videos were screened. 
 
Dance Ontario provided input into public policy at all levels of government, lobbying the federal government 
increased funding for Canada Council for the Arts. The association is an active member of the Provincial Arts 
Service Organizations Group (PASOs), which meets to identify common issues. The group is 23 organizations 
strong and activities to date include: Letter to Hon. Caroline Di Cocco, Min of Culture re Report on the Socio-
Economic Status of the Artist (Feb 2007); Letter to Greg Sobara, Min of Finance, re increased support to the 
OAC (Feb 2007); Letter to Premier Dalton McGuinty  re Release of 2007 Ontario Budget & Tabling of 
Schedule 39 (Mar 2007);meeting with Minister of Culture; submissions to the Standing Committee on Finance 
& Economic Affairs and re Bill 187, Budget Measures & Interim Appropriation Act; submission to the Minister 
of Government Services – on Business Law Modernization Project Phase 111. The PASOs have also set up a 
listserv and are compiling data on combined membership and provincial impact. 
 
Fostering incentives that look to the future  
On The Move Conference: As Past Chair of the Steering Committee of the On The Move Conference, I 
continued to serve on the committee with colleagues from Dance Umbrella of Ontario (DUO), Dancer 
Transition Resource Centre, CADA, Canadian Actors' Equity, Actors Fund of Canada, The Dance Current and 
Jennifer Watkins (who serves as an independent member). The two-day forum for graduating students 
entering the dance profession in Toronto, attracted over 120 students from The School of Toronto Dance 
Theatre, Ryerson Polytechnical University, York University, George Brown College, Canada’s National Ballet 
School, Ballet Creole, Sampradaya Dance Academy and Nrtyakala as well as emerging artists with up to three 
years in the field, to the annual event at the Celia Franca Centre, home of Canada’s National Ballet School 
during the first week in Febuary. Students participated in movement workshops led by urban dancer Jerome 
Bobb and Sashar Zarif. The resource binder was updated and distributed to students at the conference.  
 
In the public education sector, staff once again participated in the Toronto District School Board’s Arts Fair 

establishing more contacts within the school system as we develop 
our long-term projects. 
 
Performance and work opportunities for members  
Commissions and Creative Partnerships: Dance Ontario presented 
the commissioned works of William Yong and Lacey Smith at 
DanceWeekend in January 2007 under our Creative Partnerships 
Program. We guaranteed a fee of $2,000 for each 15-minute work, 
plus a performance honorarium and provision of lighting designer: 
Lighting design was by Aisling Sampson.  Both works were 
enthusiastically received by over 900 patrons. The demise of 
fFIDA/TIDF meant that we were unable to provide an additional 

performance opportunity but we will continue to look for other venues to extend the ‘shelf life’ of these works. 
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DanceWeekend - We presented our unique and dynamic showcase of Toronto's professional dance 
companies, January 13 & 14, at Premiere Dance Theatre, Harbourfront Centre, Toronto. 23 companies, and 
hundreds of dancers, and musicians performed for sold-out houses both days. Once again supported by 
Imperial Tobacco Foundation and Harbourfront Corporation who increased its contribution to technical costs, 
groups included The HoneyKats, OMO Dance Company, Toronto Chinese Dance Company, Zata Omm, 
What’s On? Tap!, Turn On The Tap, City Dance Corps, Ballet Espressivo, inDANCE, Company Verve, Little 
Pear Garden Collective, Arabesque Dance Company, Kaeja d’Dance, Kaha:wi Dance Theatre, Nouvel 
Expose, Allison Cummings Dance, Danny Grossman Dance Company, Ballet Jorgen Canada, Motus O dance 
theatre, Arte! Flamenco Spanish Dance, Esmeralda Enrique Spanish Dance Company as well as short films 
from Moving Pictures Festival of Dance on Film & Video.  Complete in themselves, the performances attracted 
students, families and core dance attendees, serving to promote companies' upcoming events and build new 
audiences through cross marketing. Programming at the Premiere Dance Theatre ran from 1:00 pm until 7:30 
pm on each of the two days and Dance Ontario offered free admission to various community groups, in 
addition to hosting several presenters from across the province. Now firmly established as a highlight of 
Toronto’s dance season, DanceWeekend also highlighted the work of member production managers and 
lighting designers.  The pre-production was managed by Janelle Rainville and Penny Olorenshaw was in-
theatre to insure a seamless event which was lit by Arun Srinivasan.  
 
Dance Ontario commissioned a promotional DVD, compiling DanceWeekend performances and our province-
wide activities.  In addition to the videotapes from 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004, these dynamic and exciting 
DVDs edited by Rick Fronik go on tour with Dance Animation Ontario, and are part of our promotions at The 
Distillery and International Dance Day activities. To assist in individual promotional incentives, dance 
companies received a complimentary copy of either a digital and/or VHS tape of their performances. 
 
Summary – In 2006/07, Dance Ontario continued to provide significant services to the dance community. We 
promoted members’ productions, workshops, classes, talents, venues and services to dance workers and to 
the general public. We added new initiatives to serve the commercial sector and raised the profile of all forms, 
as well as that of specific members, increased the viability and raised the visibility of our varied and 
extraordinary dance community across Ontario. 
 
Looking Ahead - Dance Ontario’s Dance For Youth Forums & Performances (launched this month) will 
generate an environmental scan of 3-5 communities (London, Hamilton/Burlington and Parry Sound), set best 
practices for outreach partnerships in support of dances for young audiences and build partnerships to sustain 
ongoing dance activities.  They will integrate community presenters/venues, educators/school boards and 
dance artists, and will build on our previous regional initiatives for touring and animation in the 3x3x3 Dance 
and Dance Animation programs. The project is funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation and the Department 
of Canadian Heritage representing the first time Dance Ontario has received federal funding. 
 
We initiated e-news in 2007 to draw members’ attention to important dance related issues and direct them to 
the website, the DOYB presented schools and graduating students at Pearson International Airport for 
International Dance Day and we were part of the very successful Nuit Blanche @ The Distillery curated by Viv 
Moore in collaboration with 14 participating dance groups. Emerging collectives and artists can expect new 
initiatives to ease their entry into the community. In January following DanceWeekend, we will celebrate the 
achievements of Dance Ontario Award recipient Mimi Beck at Premiere Dance Theatre. 
 
For 2007/08 the Toronto Arts Council provided an increase to our operating grant as well as a multi-year 
funding commitment. Together with three-year funding from the Ontario Trillium Foundation to boost our 
regional activities, we look forward to a year of strong growth and encourage your continued input to keep 
Dance Ontario vital and relevant to its diverse membership.      
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Auditor’s Report 
We have audited the balance sheet of Dance Ontario Association as at March 31, 2007 and the statements of revenue and 
expenses for the year then ended.  These financial statements are the responsibility of the Association’s management. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 
Except as explained in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards.  Those standards require that we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting 
the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 
In common with many not-for-profit organizations, the Association derives revenue from membership fees, donations and 
fundraising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification.  Accordingly, our 
verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded of the Association and we were not able to determine 
whether any adjustments might be necessary to revenue, excess of revenue over expense, assets, liabilities or members’ 
equity. 
In our opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which we might have determined to be necessary had we been 
able to satisfy ourselves concerning the completeness of the revenue referred to in the preceding paragraph, these 
financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Association as at March 31, 2007 
and the result of its operations for the year then ended in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Markham, Ontario, June 29, 2007          Francis & McKinney, LLP, Chartered Accountants  
 
 
SUMMARY BALANCE SHEET At March 31, 2007 
 
Assets        2007   2006 
Current Assets: 
Bank       $   -   $ - 
Accounts Receivable     $11,070   $31,743 
Prepaid Expenses     $  2,159     
       $13,229   $31,743 
 
Capital Assets       $25           $        36  
 
       $13,254   $31,779 
Liabilities & Surplus 
Current Liabilities: 
Bank indebtedness     $11,616    $  1,042 
Accounts payable & accrued liabilities   $  1,500    $22,000  
       $13,116   $23,042 
 
Excess of Revenue over Expenses    $     138    $  8,837  
       $13,254   $31,779    
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
Revenue 
Government Grants     $35,000   $54,500  
Membership Fees     $14,350   $13,325 
Foundations      $         0   $59,500 
Interest & Other Revenue     $49,350   $37,988 
                  $ 97,353                $165,313 
Expenses 
Administration      $34,595   $30,030 
DanceWeekend/Dance Animation    $47,866   $98,833 
Publications      $  8,118    $  5,050  
Promotion and Misc Expenses    $15,373   $29,726  
                    $105,952  $163,639 
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DANCE ONTARIO’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2006/07  
 
PETER RYAN (Chair) is now in his final term as the organization's leader. Fluently bilingual, he has been involved in 
theatre and dance across North America and Europe as a teacher, performer and writer since 1975.  He has taught and 
performed across North America and Europe and was a founding member of EDAM, Vancouver's innovative dance and 
music collective. Currently, he teaches in the Theatre Department at the University of Ottawa, trains dancers and actors in 
improvisation for performance in Ottawa and Athens, Greece and teaches public classes in Improvisation at Ottawa's 
Dance Network and Toronto’s Series 8:08. Peter also works extensively in the schools, teaching dance and movement.  
He has served on the board of the Council for the Arts in Ottawa, and was a member of the Arts Advisory Committee to the 
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.  His experience in the field and friendly but firm leadership style encourages 
participation and an enthusiastic response from the association's board members.  
CATHERINE CARPENKO (Vice Chair) has been involved in the dance and arts community in Ontario as teacher, 
choreographer, performer, producer, administrator and coach/consultant for over 20 years. She holds a BFA in Dance from 
York and a M.A. in Education and Psychology. Currently she is Vice-Chair of Dance Ontario.  
CHARLOTTE DAVIS (resigning) holds degrees in English (Queen’s University) and law (Dalhousie). After seven years as 
an immigration and refugee lawyer in Toronto, Charlotte moved to Melbourne, Australia where she worked in marketing 
and development for The Australian Ballet School. In May 2001, on her return to Canada, Charlotte joined Canada’s 
National Ballet School. She is currently the School’s Senior Marketing and Communications Manager.  
JACQUE FOESIER L.I.S.T.D., C.S.B., was director of the Koffler Centre of the Arts School of Dance from 1958—
September 2002. He is director of the Etobicoke School of Dance, a former Chair of Dance Ontario Association, and past 
President of the Ontario Branch of the Canadian Dance Teachers Association (CDTA). 
DEVASIGAMANI GUNASEELAN (resigning) is the Founder and Director of the Samarpana Dance Academy and the 
Gunaseelan Dance Company.  Originally from Chennai, India, he has been performing and choreographing from an early 
age, and is committed to traditions of teaching, practice and performance of Bharata Natyam in the Kalakshetra style. 
DWAIN JONES (resigning) has had the good fortune to have worked in many different fields. At this time, he is working in 
the area of web and graphic design, and is currently in performing mode. His approach to movement is deeply influenced 
by his involvement with Canada¹s Contact Improvisation community as a jammer and performer for the past 15 years, his 
experience in Butoh with Muteki Sha and his training in Limón technique. He is also very grateful for the experience 
gleaned from many teachers in the areas of improvisation, ballet and modern. In addition to creating and performing 
dances, he has photographed dance, composed music for dance, and created graphic design for dance. 
DEBBIE KAPP has been teaching Dance at L. B. Pearson School for the Arts, London, Ontario for the past 14 years. She 
is a graduate of York University’s Dance Program (1979). Before moving to London, Debra taught ballet and Creative 
Dance at the Thornhill School of Ballet for 4 years. She has been writing Dance curriculum for the Thames Valley District 
School Board for 10 years and regularly presents workshops for teachers on how to teach Dance in the school setting. 
Outside of her role as Dance Educator, Debra is the Producer and Artistic Director of the show “Art Harvest”. “Art Harvest” 
is an annual showcase of Dance Education programs in Southwestern Ontario, produced every fall in London as a benefit 
for the Jason Edmonds Emerging Artist Fund. As a member of the National Dance Educator’s Organization Debra travels 
throughout the United States and Canada participating in conferences, workshops and Master Classes to continuously 
acquire new skills and to remain current in the field of Dance. In November of 2005 she won an Award of Excellence from 
the Jewish Community Centers Association of North America for the innovative and creative programming of the 
presentation “Resilience in the Face of Trouble and Despair”. Debra is a co-founder of The London Alliance of Dance 
Educators, an organization whose mission is to bring together studio dancers and school dance program dancers for 
Master Classes and performances. 
KAYLYNE (Kate) LOWE has taught Dance/Drama to primary and junior classes for 17 years. She has directed and 
choreographed over 20 school musicals, coached school dance teams and initiated an annual dance festival on 
International Dance Day. 
YASMINA RAMZY,  founder and Artistic Director of Arabesque Dance Company and Arabesque Academy, received her  
training from leading teachers in the Middle East, including Mohammed Khalil of the National Folklore Troupe of Egypt.  
She has been performing, teaching and choreographing Middle Eastern dance since 1981 and has toured extensively, 
teaching workshops and performing internationally. Constantly pursuing innovation and new challenges, Yasmina has 
broadened her knowledge base by studying several dance forms including Azerbaijani, Modern, Pilates, Samba and 
Capoeira, and has also studied Arabic language at the University of Toronto, as well as Arabic drumming and voice. 
ALLISON CUMMINGS is a performer/choreographer based in Toronto where she has worked as an actor or dancer for 
Hammerhead, Tanya Crowder. D.A. Hoskins, Michael Trent, The Four Chambers Dance Project, DNA Theatre, Nation of 
Aslan, Hope Terry and  Kate Alton among others. Her choreography has been shown at Summerworks, fFIDA, Rhubarb 
Festival, 7a-11d Performance Art Festival, Before During After Festival, Hysteria, and was featured as part of the 2002 
seasons residency program at the Theatre Centre. She was the 2000 recipient of The Toronto Emerging Artist Award in 
Dance.  
SAMARA THOMPSON (Secretary) is a choreographer, educator, and Radio host for CIUT’s EviDance.  She holds a 
Master of Arts from York University Dance Department where she is occasionally a guest lecturer, has performed her own 
choreographer at fFIDA, and is interested in dance as it relates to technology and film. 
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JENNIFER WATKINS (Treasurer) holds a B.F.A. degree from York University with special honours in dance.  Following 
graduation she continued her dance training at the School of Toronto Dance Theatre as well as exploring other modern 
and jazz styles in Toronto and New York City.  She has served in administrative capacities for the Danny Grossman Dance 
Company, the Young Audience Division for R.H. Entertainments, Dance Umbrella of Ontario, Administrative Director for 
Theatre Direct and CADA, as well as Interim Grants Officer for the Toronto Arts Council. She currently works Esmeralda 
Enrique Spanish Dance Company and Arabesque Dance. She received a Harold Award in 2000.  
DAVE WILSON has been dancing for over 40 years and has founded or co-founded several modern dance companies 
that have performed in Canada, the USA and overseas, such as Australia and Sweden. His present companies are - 
Parahumans Dance Theatre, Dream Dancers, Hamilton Dance Company and McMaster Dancers. He is an Associate 
Professor in Kinesiology at McMaster University in  Hamilton and directs the Centre for Dance which offers over 30 
recreational dance classes to the campus and city communities. He has an M.A. from York University and is presently a 
Ph.D candidate at the University of Leeds in England.  
SASHAR ZARIF Originally from Azerbaijan, Sashar Zarif is a dancer, choreographer and teacher who has studied many 
dance forms.  Artistic Director of Sashar Zarif Dance Company, he was a member of the Azerbaijan State Joshgoon 
Dance Ensemble, and received the title “Artist for People of Azerbaijan”.  A Chalmers Award recipient, Mr. Zarif is the 
founder of Dancers For Peace. 
 
STAFF 
Rosslyn Jacob Edwards , Executive Director, has played a significant role in the dance sector for more than 15 years 
serving as General Manager for DanceWorks, presenter of Toronto's longest running dance series. She moved to Canada 
following a liberal arts education and career in the public service and politics in the UK. She has worked in the corporate, 
private and not-for-profit sectors. Since 1969, Rosslyn has held management positions of increasing responsibility in the 
theatre, visual arts and dance sectors including the SAW Gallery and Ottawa School of Art (Ottawa), Inner City Angels 
where she programmed artists in schools across the GTA, and DanceWorks (Toronto). She has also worked with the 
U.S./Canada Performance Initiative and The Canadian Network of Dance Presenters/CanDance and, with the corporate 
sector, through consultants, HPFM Associates. She served on the board of COBA, the Collective Of Black Artists, as an 
advisor to arts councils and independent dance artists, and is a Dora Juror for Toronto’s 2006/07 season. The 
organization's presentation activities are a result of Rosslyn’s outreach into communities across Ontario, as well as 
networking and collaborations with other dance service organizations. She is committed to providing activities for a broad 
range of the organization's membership and to bringing them together to strengthen the sector. Her programming 
decisions are backed by a 14-16 member board, most of whom are dance professionals from various sectors across the 
province. 
Jessica Westermann, Program and Administrative Assistant A graduate of the Randolph Academy for the Performing 
Arts, Jessica has made her living performing and teaching dance.  Her forté is Tap, which led her to perform with the 
National Tap Dance Company of Canada for five years.  She has since had the pleasure to teach at the National Dance of 
Canada, Canadian Children's Dance Theatre, The Dancers' Studio, Dance with Alana, Martha Hick's School of Dance, 
Innovative Rhythm Dance Studio, and MBS Performing Arts Industry. Jessica is currently on the dance faculty at Randolph 
teaching Beginner, and Advanced Tap.  As the Program and Administrative Assistant for Dance Ontario, DanceWorks, and 
The CanDance Network, Jessica is proud to take on new challenges in the dance world. 
Ann-Marie Williams,  Project Manager, holds a B.F.A. in Theatre-Dance from Ryerson Polytechnic University, and an M.A. 
in Dance from York University.  In addition to her work with Dance Ontario, she is also the Program Manager at The 
Canadian Network of Dance Presenters/CanDance.  Ann-Marie has worked in administrative and research capacities for 
The Dancer Transition Resource Centre, York University’s Department of Dance, and volunteered for the Society of 
Canadian Dance Studies.  A fully certified teacher with the Royal Academy of Dance, Ann-Marie has taught and developed 
curriculum for several respectable schools across Toronto, as well as the Toronto District School Board and the City of 
Toronto.   
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